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Methodology

Current study relies on a three-phased mixed-method
comparativeapproach.

1. Mapping the RESpotential and implemented projects
in North-EasternRomania.

2. Large-N comparative study assessingthe impact of
RESproject on localÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÉÅÓȭdevelopment.

3. Casestudy analysisof villageswith implemented RES
projects.

Background

This project is part of the ITN ñSocio-economic and Political Responses to Regional

Polarisation in Central and Eastern Europeò(RegPol²), coordinated by the Leibniz Institute for

Regional Geography. RegPol² received funding from the People Programme (Marie Curie Actions) of the

EuropeanUnionôs7th Framework Programme under REAgrant agreement n° 607022.

Objectives

1. Map the renewable energy potential and 
implemented projects in NW Romania

2. Explore the relationship between renewable energy 
development and peripheralization

3. Asses the impact a RES project can have on the local 
communities

4. Compare Romanian, Hungarian and German 
experiences regarding renewable energy and 
preventing peripheralization

First results

1. Mapping the RES potential and implemented projects 
in North-Eastern Romania

2. !ÓÓÅÓÓÉÎÇ ÒÅÎÅ×ÁÂÌÅ ÅÎÅÒÇÙ ÐÒÏÊÅÃÔÓȭ ÉÍÐÁÃÔ ÏÎ 
employment,   revenues to the local budget, 
demographics and agriculture (Large-N, comparative 
study)

3. Case-study qualitative research into the possible 
impact of RES processes on social innovation, political 
mobilization, community cohesion variables. 

Contribution to RegPol²

Theoretical model of co-evolution of technological
developmentand peripheralization dynamics

According to the first results, the 
RES project do not have an 

impact on the classic economic 
indicators. In order to find the 

possible implications and effects 
of an RES projects we have to 

look closer into the relationship 
between technology and society

ÅThis increase comes from 
renewable energy projects 
implemented in rural areas 
(OECD, 2012; Del Rio and 
Burguillo 2009)

ÅLatest evolutions show also a 
strong socio- economic spatial 
polarisation between the core, 
metropolitan centers and the 
remaining parts of the CEE 
countries (Stead and Cotella, 
2011)

Increasing 
polarization 

in CEE

Increasing 
generation 
from RES

What is the 
relationship 

between 
renewable energy 
development and 
peripheralization?

Research Question

Agriculture Employment Reven. local budget Demographics

Biomass Comparing villages with implemented RES projects with villages
without RESprojects implemented, but with RESpotential on four
developmentvariableswe found no differencesbetweenthe groups.

Villages with implemented RESprojects do not perform statistically
different on any of the four variables than villages without
implemented RESprojects.
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