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1. Presenting the context of post-socialist Romania and 
the research question
ÅWhile at the national level, Romania has been catching up with the Old Member States,  within 
the country the gap between better developed core regions and the resulting peripheries has 
been widening over the past 25 years
Åthe transition from a centralized to a market economy has re-widened the gap between centers and 

peripheries (Kurkó2010)

Åneoliberal regional policy within the European Union has then contributed further to the increase of 
regional disparities (Lang 2011)

ÅPremise: the differences between development levels of regions will just increase if placed 
within a free market without state intervention, through the accumulation of various advantages 
(Benedek2004)
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Research question
ÅBut what about within the regional level?

ÅWhat is the relationship between mobility and polarization?

üHow do core-periphery disparities affect mobility flows?

üHow does the mobility of various socio-demographic groups contribute to the increase or decrease of 
socio-economic polarization?
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2. Conceptual framework
ÅCores&peripheriesresulting from ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎŜǎ άin which the linkages established in networks draw 
some locations together while at the same time pushing others further apartέ (Warf 2008: 75)

ÅSimultaneity of features: economic strength, political power, innovation (Kühn2015)

ÅDifferentiated access to generally available and desirable resources (material or symbolic) 
(Kreckel2004)

ÅThe competition for human resources significantly shapes the ability of cities or regions to 
further develop
ÅFuture growth of cores depends on an also growing pond of employees and consumers

ÅIf the birth rate is already low, the extra amount of wage-earners must be provided through migration

ÅFocus on territorial mobility - the main interest lies on internal migration and commuting
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2. Conceptual framework
ÅImage of place:
ÅAs part of polarization and peripheralizationprocesses, certain images of value (of lack of value) are 

being ascribed to centres and peripheries

ÅPeople base their decision of engaging in forms of territorial mobility on quality of life concerns which 
are strongly connected to the images of places. Mobility represents an active attempt to replace oneself 
in a preferred living environment, to places perceived as having a higher quality. 

ÅTo which degree do the two images of places overlap: are those spaces which are discursively 
valued within a core-periphery structure also the same places that the mobile population will 
choose in search of a better life? 
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3.1. Methodological structure - overview
ÅDescriptive statistical analysis and narrative interviews 

Å3 empirical questions: 
ÅWhich are the areas of origin and destination for people engaged in forms of territorial mobility? 

ÅDoes territorial mobility lead to social mobility? 

ÅWhat is the perception of the areas of origin and departure and how much do these perceptions affect 
the decision of moving?

ÅRegional scale, one administrative NUTS 2 region: North-West Region in Romania                     
(and Northern Great Plain in Hungary)
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3.2. Quantitative analysis

ÅDescriptivestatisticsusedto:
Ådescribethe mobility patternsbetweendevelopmentregionswithin the studiedregion

ÅComparethe mobileandthe sedentarypopulation(sex,age,education,occupation)

Årepresentvisuallythe creatednetworkacrossthesespaces
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3.2. Quantitative analysis ςresults
ÅThe Local Human Development Index 
(LHDI), by DumitruSandu

ÅMeasures the total capital of localities

ÅAllows for comparison of very 
different localities,
urban or rural, small or large.

Å4 dimensions

(Burdujaet al., 2013, pg. 238)
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Source: own draft, using data from 2011 National Census
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Source: own draft, using data from 2011 National Census
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Internal post-socialist migration
ÅBased on 2011 census data 
ü405 618 people (15.6% of NV region population) have had a previous residence before that of census 

and have moved to the census locality between 1990-2011 

üDivided into two migration waves: 1990-2011 and 2002-2011 (according to the years of census)
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Current Residence for Internal Migrants1990-2001, LHDIgroups

Frequency Percent
In relation to 

total population

In relation to area

(migrants/km²)

Cluj-Napoca and 

Floresti
28642 15,9 8,2%

119,6

Cores 79291 44,1 8,1% 24,8

Semi-periphery 44268 24,6 5,5% 2,8

Periphery 27573 15,3 6,0% 1,9

Total 179774 100 6,9% 5,3

Current Residence for Internal Migrants2002-2011, LHDI groups

Frequency Percent
In relation to total 

population

In relation to area

(migrants/km²)

Cluj-Napoca and 

Floresti
69410 30,8 20,0%

289,8

Cores 74745 33,2 7,6% 23,4

Semi-periphery 51535 22,9 6,4% 3,2

Periphery 29463 13,1 6,5% 2,0

Total 225153 100 8,7% 6,6

Source: own draft, using data from 2011 National Census
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Internal post-socialist migration
ÅThe periphery lost out on inhabitants, while the other groups gained inhabitants ςthe better the 
LHDI score, the higher the influx of internal migrants

ÅIn the second migration wave, the other core cities became unattractive compared to Cluj-
Napoca

ÅIn the second migration wave, we have a return migration to the periphery and also a downward 
mobility from the cores to the semi-periphery
üthe gap between the urban centres has been widening over the last 25 years
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Current Residence for Internal Migrants 1990-2001, LHDI groups

Cluj&Floresti Cores Semi-periphery Periphery

Count Row N% count/km² Count Row N% count/km² Count Row N% count/km² Count Row N% count/km²

Previous 
Residence 
for Internal 
Migrants 

1990-2001, 
LHDI groups

Cluj&Floresti 940 9.2% 3.9 4845 47.2% 1.5 2023 19.7% 0.1 2459 24.0% 0.2

Cores 8393 15.7% 35.0 17280 32.4% 5.4 17080 32.0% 1.1 10580 19.8% 0.7

Semi-
periphery

3512 8.0% 14.7 23603 53.7% 7.4 11725 26.7% 0.7 5139 11.7% 0.4

Periphery 5788 15.8% 24.2 17989 49.1% 5.6 7420 20.3% 0.5 5407 14.8% 0.4

Current Residence for Internal Migrants 2002-2011, LHDI groups

Cluj&Floresti Cores Semi-periphery Periphery

Count Row N %count/km² Count Row N %
count/km

² Count Row N % count/km² Count Row N %count/km²
Previous 

Residence 
for Internal 
Migrants 

2002-2011, 
LHDI groups

Cluj&Floresti 8848 38.2% 36.9 8594 37.1% 2.7 2861 12.3% 0.2 2876 12.4% 0.2

Cores 20296 26.8% 84.7 20703 27.3% 6.5 22743 30.0% 1.4 12008 15.9% 0.8

Semi-
periphery

5260 14.0% 22.0 16316 43.5% 5.1 10848 29.0% 0.7 5045 13.5% 0.3

Periphery 3855 15.0% 16.1 10471 40.6% 3.3 6757 26.2% 0.4 4677 18.2% 0.3

Source: own draft, using data from 2011 National Census
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Source: own draft, using data from 2011 National Census
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Source: own draft, using data from 2011 National Census

Flows of internal migration (over 50 pers.): 
place of destination being Cluj-Napoca and Floresti
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