Chapter V:
Results/Analysis (work in progress)
(25-30 pages)

General overview
In this chapter of the thesis I present and discuss the empirical material of the study. Primarily the household interviews, but I also present occasional and supplementary insights from other phases of the research and data collection methods.
The chapter is structured into three sections, that highlight the earlier presented premises of a ’household’ and discuss the empirical material against the light of peripheralisation, particularly the troubling demographic processes (e.g. depopulation, ageing, selective outmigration) and spatial dynamics (e.g. thinning and centralization of everyday infrastructure).
Although a more extensive empirical material is presented in this chapter (see the list of interviews in appendice), the chapter to a great extent is moulded around communication and experiences of the Kovács family. One of the approached household, whose individual and collective geographies and experiences are in many ways illustrative of the socio-spatial dynamics in south-eastern Hungary as well as telling for a practice-informed view of ’householding’.


5.1. Household as an ’uncharted’ (10 + pages)
The theoretical concerns for exploring the household contours are already explained in the conceptual part of the thesis[footnoteRef:1] and they involve a motivation to explore and address peripheralisation as a dynamic, multi-dimensional, multi-scalar and intervowen process (see 1.2.) as well attune the conceptualisation of ’household’ for such a task in spatial and geographical research (see 2.3). [1:  Chapter I and Chapter II] 

But another source of motivation could be found in interest to look more closely into the complex present day social landscape and social networks affected by the negative demographic processes (e.g. depopulation, ageing, selective outmigration) and ongoing socio-spatial dynamics. Therefore through a more open and flexible conceptualisation of a ’household’, I want to explore, portray and bring forefront the multiple unique stories and experiences that would become eschewed, neglected or overwritten in more conventional household study approaches and analysis. 
Therefore in this section, I will present and discuss 3 of such social situations (’stretched between roofs’) from the present day south-eastern Hungary, that to many degrees involve shared management of tasks and life paths (’householding’). 


5.1.1. ‘Episodes of householding’ – institutionalized and voluntary care relationships
I will start with an illustration of institutionalized and voluntary care relationships through a nuanced portrayal of the Kovács family, as well as their social networks and interactions.

Profile of the Kovács family 
The Kovács’s are a family of 4: Léna, 36, János, 40, Marci, 16 and Patrick, 10. I have met them through the network of a care-taking organisation. They live in a cozy and inviting 3 room house, near the crossroads that offer paths to the regional towns of Békéscsaba and Gyula, other small villages and towns as well as a Romanian border. A sign is placed towards the main road – on sale (eladó)!
They have lived in the village all their lives, though this house they call ‘home’ just for the last 5 years. The previous one was just down the street, but it is easier to organize and manage everyday tasks and paths from here.  In comparison to other families in the village and the surroundings, they are doing relatively well – Léna and János are working in a non-state care taking organisation. Though until few years ago, like many others, they used to commute to a factory work in Békéscsaba. Recently, János has also taken on a second job as an ambulance nurse in the neighbouring town. Marci is studying in high school in Békéscsaba and during summer months he works in a chain supermarket in Gyula, four times per week. Meanwhile, Patrick is attending a church school in Gyula and during summer months he spends more time with grandparents and relatives in the village. 

The conversation goes quite smoothly and little by little reveals a strong and well co-ordinated collective, united around valuing of family and inter-connected and regionally rooted everyday routines and paths. 
Most of their relatives live either in the settlement or within a 50km radius in Békés County. Their parents and some closer relatives are still in the village and they visit them basically on a daily basis, especially during weekends and during summer months. With other relatives they meet once in a few weeks and maintain regular phone contacts and online communication. Mostly, they are the initiators of collective activities and contacts, while their house serves as a regular meeting point for those who are able to come. 
On the one hand, the communication with Kovács family reveals experiences and geographies of a rather traditional nuclear family, but on the other hand it also offers glimpses into a broader spectre of social relationships and situations tied through daily tasks and sharing of life-paths and events. Often in a form of  institutionalized care-work:

János: This (points in the map) …this was Mariska aunt[footnoteRef:2]  [2:  Reference to ‘aunt’ or ‘uncle’ does not necessarily imply a kinship in Hungarian. It is often used to imply good relationship. This is an example of the later.] 

Léna: We are going there almost every day. They are an old couple. She is like a mother to me.

Me: To help?
Léna: Yes.

Me: How do you help? At the house?
János: Everything, to shop, to cut grass, to go to doctor…everything.
Léna: Every need we try to identify or listen to
János:  They can not go anywhere. We go there every day.

Me: Is this care-work?
Léna: No! (Pause) It is because of my work, but we go regardless of that too. Because they have no one and they are also very fond of us.
(….)
Me: Are these friendly relationships?
Léna: Yes. They all accept my family too, so not just me, but my family as well. They wait for them the same way. (…) Everybody is waiting for me, as I was their own daughter and our relationships are like that as well. You like to do this, because you feel that they love you, so you do this with joy.

As part of their work, János has 10 and Léna 9 relationships like the described one, but their everyday paths and routines also offer glimpses into voluntary care situations of a similar character:
Léna: There (points in the map)…that is my grandmother.
Me: Do you often go there?
János and Léna: Yes!
Léna: Every day, if there is a time. Even, if it is only 5 minutes. Every day.

Me: Is your grandmother alone?
Léna: No. With my brother.

Me: What do you do (at her’s)?
Léna: What do we do at grandmothers’? We check if everything is alright, if help is needed, we help her. We check on her every day, because she is sick. She is a pensioner and she is sick.

Throughout the discussion of everyday geographies occasional references to some of the non-kinship relationships are offered, but only shortly and hesitantly, thus such references are not inquired too much from my side as well. Instead, we talk more about the character, significance and troubles of care-work in the village and the larger geographical area and the conversation offers glimpses into the various, complex stories taking place in the thinned social fabric and spatial landscape.

Me: Are these people alone?
Léna: Some have relatives, here… (points in the map)  They have. And there (points in the map)... They have. I have two old couples, the others are alone.
Me: No one can help them?
Léna: Some have relatives, but they are working. There are also some people who live just 2 streets away from their parents, but just visit them on weekends. Many leave in the morning and return late.
(…)
Léna: There are also many seniors, who could do the tasks and works themselves, but it is easier when (the care organisation) comes and does it. There are people who take advantage of it (…)

	Such involvement in numerous institutionalized and voluntary care relationships and situations is not exceptional within the village and the larger geographical area. In recent years care-work has actually become one of the most prominent livelihood opportunities in the region and backbone for the local economy and community life in smaller settlements across Békés County  (see Jansons and Velkey, forthcoming).
	As the presented communication suggests, such care relationships and situations sometimes involve kinship, sometimes not, sometimes suggest reciprocity, and sometimes not, sometimes are very crucial for one or both of the parties, and sometimes less. But since such relationships and situations involve shared management of daily tasks as well as sharing of life-paths and events, often in sensitive and vulnerable circumstances and moments of life, I refer to them as ‘episodes of householding’. 
	 
	And in this section of the thesis, I argue that such and other ‘episodes of householding’ from the present day socio-spatial landscape and ongoing dynamics encourage a more open and complex view of a  ‘household’ than allowed within commonly used definitions and research approaches. 
	I also believe and argue, that such and similar ‘episodes of householding’ hold value for spatial research and research on peripheralisation by seeking to (a) emphasize the actual contours and ties of social support and social networks (see for example Finger, 2016 on sex-work and mobility among marginalized Hungarian Roma women, Rérat and Jeannarat; 2014 on networks through e-technologies),  (b) or emphasize the role that interpersonal connections might have for individual and collective lives (see  for example Jarvis, 1997, 2005 on ‘connected lives’ and ‘tangled webs’), (c) and allow to explore the urban-rural linkages and dynamics stretching across different scales and dimensions of social life through social interactions and disconnections (see for example, Simone, 2004 on people as infrastructure).
	Thus the suggested ‘episodes of householding’ could hold value not only for producing more sensitive and attuned research accounts to lived realities, but also for thinking about better targeted and effective (social and spatial policies and decisions).

(???) Of course, the presented story of Kovács family and institutionalized care relationships are rather particular to the social context of Békés County and institutional, legel and financial context of Hungary. Nevertheless, such ‘episodes of householding’, ‘stretched between roofs’ should also be viewed against the light of changing social fabric, re-articulation of spatial landscape and modern way of life. As such, the suggested practice-informed approach of ‘householding’ and ‘episodes of householding’ could be applied to a more diverse geographical contexts to explore social situations as well as socio-spatial phenoeman and dynamics – as ‘peripheralisation’.


5.1.2. ‘Episodes of householding’ – living together, but apart
	As another example ‘stretched between roofs’, but involving shared management of everyday tasks and life-paths, I want to highlight situations of ‘living together, but apart’. Often such situations involve one of the parents in a temporal or more permanent work abroad. Or students and young adults involved in semi-independent living arrangements somewhere within the region due to the scattered educational opportunities ot other activities. Just as in the example of Molnár family:

Me: Who lives here?
(Eszter): My son, my husband and me. My husband is abroad, he is not at home often, one week per month. My daughter studies in Békéscsaba, she has a rented apartment there. So we are always two here, but this is our family.

Firstly, I am emphasizing such ’living together, but apart’ situations, because they would dissappear or get overwritten in more robust and convenient ’household’ definitions and study approaches centered around co-residence under one roof. So I seek to emphasize the less clear-cut and more partial character of many of the processes and terms (e.g. partial leaving instead of outmigration, episodes of householding….) as well as the unique stories and experiences behind them.
Secondly, I seek to emphasize such situations due to their sheer prominence in the present day socio-spatial landscape of Békés County and south-eastern Hungary, since almost everyone from my interviewees could mention someone from their circle of relatives, friends or acquintances who was abroad – temporaly or more permanently, alone or with family.
And thirdly, I seek to emphasize such situations, because it is where I see potential avenues for meaningful spatial and geographical inquiries.

The widespread ’living together, but apart’ situations contain in themselves multiple stories. Here as the short quote from Molnár family suggest, the husband for 3 weeks of a month is actually part of a different household situation(s) (being under different roof and having different people of importance with whom everyday tasks and/or life paths are shared to some degree).
Therefore such and similiar situations can not simply be ’sweeped under rug’ in household level studies or studies on peripheralisation. They suggest and illustrate an important dimension of actually lived realities and processes and a research should respond the them and explore further. Also, because from a theoretical point of view, these are situations that hold potential insights into the interconnections across geographical scales (e.g. local-international, …) along various dimensions of social life, therefore allowing to explore the ongoing socio-spatial dynamics according to the contemporary paradigms of spatial thinking (e.g. active agency, multi-layered space, peripheralisation as a multi-scalar, multi-dimensional, relational and dynamics process (see 1.2.).

However, in this research, I haven’t had much opportunity to get deeper insights into the everyday practices, geographies and experiences from ’away parties’, therefore in this section I will emphasize the stories, practices, geographies and experiences that unfold on the side of the ’remaining party’. 
Thus, through the following excerpts I intend to illustrate the different motivations[footnoteRef:3] as well as the role of others or particular someone in shaping the individual and collective activities, practices, routines…everyday geographies and experiences. As in the example of Molnár family: [3:  (e.g. more money and ability to have one’s own place and course of life etc.)] 



Me: How does that work? (being abroad and split)
Eszter: Very difficult, but money is a big master, we have to wear it, it is difficult for him too. He always says, that it is better for us, because we are in our own place and sleep in our own beds (wait for more accurate translation)

Me: Was it a typical weekend? (referring to places of activity appearing in the maps)
Eszter: No, when husband is at home, everything is on. When he is not at home it is a harbor of peace. (..) 
When he is here. We go everywhere in less than a day. To make visits, do shopping, go to the bank. But he does it with one leg… (partially involved)  ..When someone tells me, that it is alright for me, that he works abroad. Try! It is not so good. We do not…..often I cry and think how will we solve everything and manage (wait for more accurate translation)

However, I also want to emphasize that such situations and decisions are never easy. There might be multiple considerations and experiences involved, that are played out and formed on a very human level. Situations of complex character, numerous variables and far reaching consequences to individual and collective lives. As the story of Takács family suggests:

Me: Why did he go to Germany?
(Adél): Why did he go to Germany? That is a good question. (…) No, not really because of money, he wanted to try something new elsewhere, now he got and opportunity and went away.
(…)
Me: Is it ok? Do you think it will be ok?
(Adél): No, I don’t think it will be ok! Now it is 4 days and I only cry. So I don’t think it will be good, definitly not good. Financially it will be good, but we will see.
 (..)
Me: Was it a difficult decision?
(Adél): It was not a difficult decision, because it was a sudden decision. In less than two hours it was decided and already in the next day he went away. He decided. We will talk later (…)
(…)
(Me) (A colleague): Was it such a good opportunity? What will he do there, if it is not indescrete question to be asked?
(Adél):  Hmm, I can just explain a little around, I don’t know clearly, what will he do, I know that he will work in a meat factory. Or…. His younger brother works there.
(Me) (A colleague): So that is how the idea came?
(Adél):  Not really an idea. He received a phone call, there are some people from (Kétegyháza) already working there.  There was an opportunity, or he got an opportunity…I think…. He is 46!!!  Not 20 years or 30 years old!! If he wants to try something…something new that… (wait for more accurate translation)

(….)
However, another dimensions that I want to highlight is not only associated with the motivation to leave or work abroad, but also the (human dimensions?) for decisions and motivations to stay. Such decisions and situations unfold in various ways and (have far reaching consequences to individual and collective lives). As in the example of Béla and Váradi family as well as in an example shared by Bodnár family:

Me: Why did you[footnoteRef:4] come back? [4:  Béla  had worked as a care-taker and (occasional labour) worker in England for almost 2 years, while his wife and daughter remained in the village.] 

(Béla) Why I was coming back? Because my family was here, and I came, I came back. And I think my problem was the same. I would go, I would go back again together with my family, but now we have another difficult situation, because my mother-in-law died, and my father-in-law is in our house. Now we live together. And you can’t move the elderly people to another area, with other language. They don’t understand, and even the climate is different, people are different. It is difficult for them. (..) But when my daughter will finish school, in two years, we will see, whether we stay here or move. I don’t know.
Me (to the daughter Gréta).. And how do you imagine the future?
(Gréta) By all means I want to go abroad. Me and my father, we both would like to go abroad, more than mother. She prefers (to stay) here. 
(Béla)  Here is everything and she is a more…how can I say? Stay at home type of person. Do you understand? She would like to stay at home and it is difficult to persuade her for changes. You have to beg always (…)  She doesn’t like changes and my father-in-law doesn’t like changes. (..) If we vote it will be 2-2. And we have to wait a couple of years. (wait for more accurate translation)
…..

	Me: All family went (to live and work in Germany)?
            (…). No just the chidren.
            (…) Just the children
            (…) The family also wants to go afterwards, but what holds back is that they have a very very old gradmnother. And they stay here because of her. She won’t be able to stay alone. But when the grandmother dies, they will go as well.
	
But through these two examples, not only I want to point to the intertwined and connected lives in the present day socio-spatial landscape of Békés County and south-eastern Hungary, but also raise questions about the future social and spatial landscape in near furture, when a further change in the social networks and dynamics would take place and could be expected.
 (….)


5.1.3. ’Episodes of householding’ – helping each other out
And as the third example ’stretched between roofs’, but involving shared management of everyday tasks and life-paths, I want to highlight various situations of ’helping each other out’.
Normally, such situations would receive a limited attention or be discussed as reciprocity. However, against the light of shrinking population, ageing, selective outmigration etc., I want to highlight the social context and relative importance for many of such ’minor’ ’helping out’ situations and examples.

	Usually, those are simple situations, involving financial, moral, physical or emotional assistance (e.g. helping to fix something at house, helping in tasks at home, hearing out, lending a car, giving a ride, getting something from a shop to someone, inviting over, sharing vegetables from one’s garden etc,). But what I want to emphasize here is that the negative demographic processes not only result in more thinned and scattered social networks, but also change the compositions, character and manner of the relationships and interactions.
 	So on the one hand such and similiar situations could be viewed as an important dimensions of coutryside and village life. A sin the excerpt from a conversation with (Regina) from Szábo family, when inquired about the numerous social interactions occuring in the maps of everyday geographies:

(..) it is different from the perspective of a villager, I can not explain it to you. They are like a family to me. I have a lot of friends and close people. That is a fact, point.	

	But I argue that many of the simple situations should be looked beyond the dimensions of ’village or coutryside solidarity’ or ’reciprocity’ and rather as ’episodes of householding’ (involving shared management of everyday tasks and life-paths). As the example of Deak family suggests:
	(Me):  Which are the most important relationships to you? Which are the most important people?
	(Péter): (..) Maybe, maybe friends are the closest, like a family, because if I say to our friends at midnight: ’Come, I need some help..or something’. They will come. I can not count like that on parents.
	(Nóra): Rely
	(Péter): That’s how
	(Nóra): Rather they (friends)
(…)
Hence, at this point I also want to highlight 2 aspects. The first in an uneven unfolding of such relationships in the present day socio-spatial landscape of Békés County and south-eastern Hungary, when particular age and social groups are more involved in the need to ’give’ and ’support’, while other in a need to ’receive’ (see more in 5.3.). While the second aspect that I have sought to highlight is more conceptual. And that is a picture of a more open and flexible ’household’ defined not by ’shared roof’, but rather by shared management of everyday tasks and life-paths through ’episodes of householding’. Such situations are in constant flux, being entered and exited in an individually unique manners and also the people of importance and possible situations may vary according to the context and conditions. 
Naturally, it is a rather vague view and intepretive take on ’household’, possesing challenges for medium and large scale studies.
Nevertheless, I believe such a view also allow to better address the ongoing socio-spatial dynamics in their complexity as well as inform to make (better decisions and actions to address them).
	(…)
	

5.2. Household as an active node of social life (10 pages)
	If in the previous section, I sought to highlight the various social situations and their complex and intertwined character in the changed social fabric and ongoing demographic processes, than in this section a more spatial dimensions will be brought forefront.
	Similiarly than in previous section, I also seek to better respond to the lived realities as well as illustrate a theoretical point. Thus through the individual and collective geographies of the Kovács family as well as additional interview material, I see to highlight ’household’ as more than sum of elements and a mere building block of larger structures. Rather, I intend to highlight ’household’ as an active node of social life that brings together dynamics at different scales (individual, collective, local, regional, national international etc.) and dimensions of social life (e.g. education, parenting, care, mobility, consumption etc.) in an integrated way. 


5.2.1. Individual and collective ‘everyday geographies’
	(…)
This sub-section is centered exclusively on the individual and collective everyday geographies and experiences of the Kovács family. On the one hand, I do that because of conceptul concerns and approach of ’householding’,  that will become apparent through later parts and section of the chapter. But such choice was also made because the routines, practices, geographies and experiences of the Kovács family share many commonalities and similiarities to other people in the settlements across the County. And to some degree, they might also relate to geographies and experiences of people in other remote, sparcely populated and peripheralised areas across CEE and beyond.

Marci
Since it is summer, Marci’s routines and geographies are not in the mode of ‘usual’, because of the summer work. He usually leaves the house before 6 h , to catch a bus to Gyula and earn some pocket money at a chain store supermarket. He was motivated by his parents, but he found the job by himself, through a network of friends and applied through the internet. His other options included opportunities at other chain supermarkets in Gyula or Békéscsaba. He preferred Gyula, the bus stop is closer at both ends.
Now he has more responsibilities, including shopping, therefore he returns home somewhere between 14 h and 17 h. The time depends on the tasks and whether he meets up with friends to ‘walk around or buy something’. When at home, he says he rests, but Léna corrects him with a smile, and says that it is not completely true – rather-, while still at the door he first asks for food and then goes to sleep.
His other entries depict hanging out and playing in the forest, near the house, which he does at times with Patrick and at times with friends. There are also some family related activities: shopping in Gyula and one of the nearby towns, escaping to meet friends during a visit to his father’s work and collective family activities, as going for an ice-cream or pizza.

Me: I saw that one day you stayed after work in Gyula and… returned (all) together?
Marci: I guess we went for an ice-cream
Léna: Jaah…we went for an ice-cream, because there is no ice-cream place (here). He (János) was not home for (practically) 3 days and the children missed him a lot.

Inquired about routines during school time, he says they are different. Though later he constates that he just returns later because of the school and stays more at home to study. On some days he also goes to a local teacher for some private lessons. He does not participate in any after school activities, he would, but he has a detected heart problem. He likes football.
Unlike Patrick, who knows he will leave, Marci hasn’t decided what he will do after graduating. He does not say much about the future plans and his parents step in saying he has some ideas, he just needs to decide:
Me: What do the young people do (here)? What are your friends doing?
János: The same as he. Many study further, many go abroad as well. That is one of the changes.
Léna: Few young people who can leave stay here
Me: And who stays?
Léna: The ones who don’t study! Who study, leave!
Me: Do some stay because of family?
Léna: (to Marci) I am not holding you back either. (Back to me) (..) There is no future here.

Léna
Léna’s entries are more partial, revealing institutionalized and voluntary situations of care, performing of tasks within the settlement and in the near area as well as some collective activities.
Part of her work routine has been missing from some of the days due to misunderstanding of whether the GPS device was on or off and she dissappointed exclaims: ’it looks like I stay a lot at home!’ She then hurries to explain her daily routine in more detail, ’minute by minute’– from waking up Marci, leaving the house at 7.40 h and returning home around 16 h or 17 h. Her words run faster than the fingers on the maps and she describes the order of the houses she visits and provides short remarks of the situations or people – ’she is very nice’, ’they are all alone’, ’I just check if someone needs anything and help if necessary’.
János steps in saying that she forgot to mention all the activities she undertakes as part of these visits during the day: ’shopping, post, housework’…and Léna continues with a fresh energy listing the tasks she does during her work day – ’cleaning, shopping, getting medicine, washing people, cooking, sorting post, paying bills…’. Only the injections she does not dare to do alone.  
There is plenty of commuting and moving from one place to another in the village throughout the days, usually by bicycle, summing up to 15-20 km per day. As everyone else, she also stops at home during lunch time to eat and prepare some food for the time when the boys will return. 
 She then lists all the tasks at home, after work – cleaning, cooking, washing, doing some shopping and pointing to the boys around she says that they help a lot, for example – gardening in the courtyard, doing some shopping, tasks at the house etc. She often tries to delegate and split the tasks through phone calls, especially when János is away at work… but, in the end, she is the one who does most of the work.
She is doing care work for the last 7 years and says there are not many alternatives for women, ’some jobs in shops, some in administration, public work and…care’. It is difficult and demanding, the work, house, helping people… There is not enough time to do all the things at home either, since often someone needs help late in the evening or during weekends and one needs to find the way around:

Me: I saw you went together to a shop next to János’s work (…)
Léna and János: Yes, they have a lot of special offers.
Me: Is it a simple shop or somehow better?
Léna: We went in the evening. Here, already early, all the shops are closed. These are getting closed at 19 h and we needed to go later in the evening. It is the only one open. (…)

She says there is not time for anything else or as I have asked - to relax and rest. Though she suggests that maybe the collective trips for ice-cream, hamburger and pizza in Békéscsaba or Gyula could count like a rest. Or the gatherings on Sundays and holidays:
Léna: Sunday (the gathering) is always at our place and even if he (János) is not at home. There is a big meal. I cook meat soup, wrapped meat (…). We call it the big dinner, it is a tradition here in the village. Thus I cook, prepare and wash during the whole afternoon with the kids. If it is during school time, we study as well. Sunday afternoon is time for children. If János is not at home, then I do it. I am then both mother and father.
 
János
János’s maps are the richest in content, though times of intense activity and geographical outreach are mixed with more immobile periods. The maps reveal more unconventional care work routines than Léna had. The routines have changed due to his second work, which is in day, night or weekend shifts. This second work is in one of the nearby towns, where he and his colleagues wait for calls from the near area, to drive patients to the closest doctor in the surroundings. Usually, they receive 2-5 calls per day and work just as an ambulance. They just don’t have ’that kind of a marked car’. The visits are quick, 2-5 minutes, but the trips might be more than 1 hour in one direction within Békés county, but also sometimes to doctors in neighbouring counties, like Csongrád. Therefore, they mostly need to wait, and in this waiting time he can watch TV, be on the internet, talk on phone or have some sleep. He can even stop at home to eat, but he always have to be on standy, ready to go, when the call comes in. During the week of participation, it happens twice.
While at home he tries to help around, but it often proves difficult due to irregular working routines and hours and he just wants to rest and sleep. He delegates more tasks to the boys now, but he still tries to keep up with his tasks and initiate the collective family activities: going for pizza, ice-cream, getting out etc.
His entries also reveal extra curriculum activities on some of the days - a visit to a friend’s and a quick escape for a swim with colleagues. It is a surprise and he playfully says that I know too much, while Léna jokingly suggests that I should come with the GPS device during other weeks as well.
Towards the end, they confess that they are considering to move to Békéscsaba, to be closer to job opportunities, schools and so that ’everything would be around’. It sounds like a plan. There is an apartment they are looking at and he mentions the street, they would ’just need to sell the house.’ They would still be close to everyone.
 (…..)

5.2.2. Reduced role of locality and focused points of activity
In this section, I look back at the individual and collective geographies of the Kovács family as well as introduce supplementary examples from other household interviews. What I want to turn attention firstly are  the stretched contours of the Kovács family’s individual and collective geographies - with a reduced role of locality for various spheres of social life (e.g. education, health care, consumption, leisure) as well as scattered and concentrated points of activities.
For example, it is well pronounced in the educational activities where Marci and Daniel, like many other pupils in the region, are attending schools in the larger regional towns of Békéscsaba and Gyula. Meanwhile, the role locality is reduced[footnoteRef:5]. Moreover both children receive strong parental support and assistance[footnoteRef:6] in their educational choices and activities. Such choices are usually strongly motivated by higher educational quality in regional towns as well as an example from Deak family illustrates, a desire to escape disadvantaged conditions, follow friends or due to increasing number of Roma pupils in the schools of smaller settlements (…..) [5:  In case of Marci to undertaking additional classes to keep up with the educational demands.]  [6:   See geographies of Léna and extra studies on Sunday as well as episode inquiring about the future plans of Marci.] 

	(Me):  Did you study (here) till 8th grade?
	(Man/Péter): No she did not study here till 8th grade. Only for 4 classes
	(Woman/Nóra): for 4 classes.
	(…)
	(Me): And your classmates with whom you went to school together? Where are they now?
	(Girl): (..) Most of them study in Békéscsaba. Not in the same school as me, but most of them are in Békéscsaba. 
(Woman/Nóra): The problem is that, here there are now a lot of gypsies.
	
	Another area of regional life that is well pronounced in the day-to-day aand work geographies of Léna and János is the thinned and concentrated network of health care facilities and professionals in south-eastern Hungary[footnoteRef:7]. Especially in several smaller settlements there might be only few services and functions available or there might not be a permanent doctor, pediatritian (children doctor) or any specialist doctor (e.g. gynecologist) at all. At the same time, as the geographies of Léna and János reveal, there is a severe need for various forms of ’care’ and ’caring’, that becomes particularly pronounced in the current demographic landscape (see more in 5.3.2.1.), due to constraints to affordability as well as accessibility in the present day spatial landscape. [7:   See the routines and details of János’ second work as an ambulance driver.] 

	
The everyday geographies of the Kovács family are also illustrative for the layouts of private services as well. Hence, a lion share of shopping, already at the level of groceries, is done at the chain supermarkets (Tesco, Lidl, Penny, etc.) in the few larger towns, while only basic and immediate items (e.g. bread, sugar, flour, basic household items as soup etc.) are bought in the locality[footnoteRef:8].  Usually at the closest shop to home. [8:  See the geographies of Marci and Léna] 

Also for other services as hairdresses, car services ot clothes, the local shops and service providers have seen a reduced demand and preference, often functioning due to older networks and personal relationships.
	
The local spatial landscape, for settlements under 5000 people, might often be marked by very basic public and private services – post, library, few grocery shops, pubs, tobacco shop, school, kindergarten (?), church, flower shop etc. 
While other services as ATM, clothes shop, pertrol station, nursery (….) .are often missing and located in a limited number of ’micro-centers’ or key routes…

Therefore, through the individual and collective geographies of the Kovács family, I want to highlight the relative importance of few local (and focal) points[footnoteRef:9] as well as well pronounced reliance on the larger regional towns throughout the region, while the role of small towns and ’micro-centers’ is greatly reduced.  [9:  Home, post for paying bills and receiving pension, bus stop etc.] 


 (…)


5.2.3 Mobility as a resource
From the stretched individual and collective geographies of the Kovács family trying to tie together the scattered points of activity, I also want to emphasize the overall importance of commuting and mobility in the present day socio-spatial landscape of Békés County and south-eastern Hungary.
Mobility has, thus, become an important resource for adapting to the scattered and distant employment opportunities, access public and private services, maintain social contacts as well as undertake (different) life projects.

But, I also want to highlight the tendency for mobility to be increasingly individually-oriented (car, bicycle), and especially the importance of the car, since the public transport (e.g. bus, train) networks and schedules are to a great extent thinned.
Thus, through the examples from a group interview in Okány[footnoteRef:10], I also want to emphasize that the settlement structure and spatial layouts of infrastructure within the County are (unfit and uneffective) for such practices. The socio-spatial layouts are thus limiting engagement in various spheres of social life, fostering the processes of marginalization and exclusion. [10:  43 km from Békéscsaba] 

(…) I worked for 10 years in a clothes shop in Békéscsaba, But when the shop closed, i went to Szeghalom[footnoteRef:11] to work in (??,). But that was very exhausting, similiarly (as to Békéscsaba), almost 2 hours on the way, because we did not use the shortest route, to pick up other workers. So I was very tired, but I wouldn’t quit, because there are not many employment opportunities. So when I heard the news that I could work here in the locality (as a care worker) I tried right away. Now since 2012,  I work here. [11:  Small town of 9000 inhabitants in northern part of Békés County (25 km from Okány).] 


(…)

 (…) I worked in Békéscsaba in a auto service. I worked there for 5 years. Afterwards I came here. Now I work here for 2 and a half years, (…)
(…) So you commuted to Békécsaba?
(…) Yes.
(…) Were you a daily commuter?
(..) Yes. With a train.
(..) With train. And how much time does it take? How much time does it take to go to Békéscsaba?
(..) Two hours there, two hours back?
 (…)

(…) I worked in Budapest before in the (…) bank.  Then I moved here, I am happy to be here.
(…) And how do you like here?
(..) I like here. I have no problems. (..) Now I am quite for a while here. Before when I worked in Budapest it was quite difficult every month. It is the same with Békéscsaba, two hours travelling with the bus or train. And it was difficult to get up 4.30 and go. 

	The need and importance for mobility is a reoccurring theme in practically all of the interviews. Also in the example of the Kovács family, there are two important episodes. The first isabout  making a short distance move within the settlement that allows a better access to the transport options. And second, when the Kovács’s mentioned an idea to move to the regional center – Békéscsaba.
	However, just as it is suggested in the example of the Kovács family, even a short distance move within the region might be a very challenging step since selling and buying a house might be a very difficult task, thus putting great consraints to social mobility options or (alternative) life-projects.


(see also quote from (…) from a conversation with Bálog family:

Me: Have you thought about moving?
(…). (…). Yes, but the real estate prices are high. I can tell you an example. If I sell my house, I can get 4 million forint, but you can’t buy anything with that in (Gyula) (Békéscsaba). So you have to take a loan. Only like that. (..)
There are also people who live, buta re here just for a short time.  There are also many who leave the house and go further. (abroad/to other regions in Hungary)
(….)

5.2.4. (Self-reliance) and reproduction of inequalities
Through the nuanced portrayal of the Kovács family’s tight routines and ’fine art management’[footnoteRef:12] (see Jarvis, 1997, 2005) of day-to-day activities, I also want to turn attention to the demanding self-reliant and (precarious) character of the individual and collective lives in Békés County and south-eastern Hungary. [12:  With high awareness about schedules, special offers, windows of time and spaces of opportunity] 

Hence, those are multiple places, events and activities that constitute everyday paths and geographies and the constant mode of being in the rush and having time and space constraints. Thus days and routines as for Léna, with 15-20 km per day with a bicycle and dozen of activity points might be also described as containing nothing much or with nothing really happening, since the paths, and activities are in many ways dictated by the needs of others.

The self-reliant and precarious (nature) becomes particularly pronounced when questions about health, free time or everyday difficulties are raised[footnoteRef:13]. As in the example answer of (…) from Toth family or response from Deak family: [13:  See also János’ escape for a swim with colleagues appearsingalmost as a little sin, questions about rest and relaying – alienated, and a trip for an ice-cream to a bigger town an awaited and special family activity and occasion.] 


Me: What do you do and where do you go when you are sick?
(…/Erika?) I don’t get sick
(….)

	(..)
	(Me): What do you do in free time?
(…) There is no free time. (..) During the week there is no time at all. During the weekend…just as much as to pick ourselves back togther and then there is already Monday and work begins.
 (…)
(Me) And what are the difficulties?
(woman/Nóra): what are the difficulties?
(Man/Péter): What are the difficulties? Well, what are the difficulties?
(Woman/Nóra) Well, we have to work a lot. If we compare to a person who lives in a city in an apartment…we have to work a lot.
(Man/Péter) We also have higher costs than for example in the panel apartment house or in a (…). I am not sure what are the exact costs, but our electric bill, for example, is 10 times bigger
(Woman/Nóra) Three times
(…)
(Woman/Nóra) But we wouldn’t change for nothing with a city person.

Hence, an important aspect, often associated with countryside life and smaller settlements as  - quality of life, everything being close and good community, is challenged to a great extent.

	And at this point, through Léna’s and János’s stretched geographies and routines, I also want to turn attention to the widespreadness of contracted geographies of elderly, less capable and less affluent, who are in more need of ’extra legs and hands’ to connect the points in the present day socio-spatial landscape.
(...)
 Moreover asides from the various inequalities (see 5.3.), I also want to point to a troubling tendency that individual strategies to overcome disadvantaged and unequal opportunities[footnoteRef:14] might lead to further reproduction, reinforcement and transfer of the negative dynamics and opportunities (see also Smith and Rochovská, 2007 and Smith and Stenning, 2011 on domesticating neo-liberalism, Andres and Round, 2015 on austerity and resilience in everyday life). [14:  Asides from the above mentioned examples of activities, locations and choices in spheres of education, consumption, leisure, a prominent example from other interviews is also seeking employment and income opportunities abroad (interviews 4, 5, 12, 13) or as in the example of the Kovács family – life in a bigger town.] 

(…)

	(?) In this section I have sought to highlight as much as the material landscape, spatial layouts and points of activity in the present day socio-spatial landscape of Békés County and south-eastern Hungary, as well as emphasize ‘household’ as a valuable site for bringing into conversation the different dynamics and dimensions of social life.
	Unfortunately, due to the theoretical orientation of the study only to a limited degree I have focused on the particularities of the different practices (e.g. education, care, parenting, mobility etc.), that remain a potential avenue for further research. Nevertheless, I have sought to put into perspective the diverse dynamics and experiences, that lie behind the terms as (thinned and centralized infrastructure…) and also open doors for further accounts in different spatial contexts across CEE and beyond.

5.3. Differentiation and interplay within and between households 
	This section of the thesis is in many ways building on and departing from the previous two sections.  It seeks to highlight both theoretical/conceptual as well as empirical points. On conceptual level I want to highlight’household’ not as homogenised entity operating along distinguishable self-interest, rationality or deterministic structures and properties, but rather as a node of differentiation and interplay for individual and collective activities, identities, roles etc. 
	Meanwhile on an empirical level I seek to respond to and illustrate the contours and some of the dimensions of gendered and generational experiences in the present day socio-spatial dynamics in Békés County and south-eastern Hungary.


5.3.1. Gendered experiences
	Although in larger share of the settlements in Békés County, the proportions between genders are rather balanced (but how exactly along different age groups?), the experiences, roles and responsibilities are usually very different

However as an attentive reader might recall from the previous sections, at various situations throughout the communication and individual stories of the Kovács family, different identities emerged and were trigerred. At times in the different answers as from an employee, care-provider, interviewee and at times in the group dynamics and communication episodes[footnoteRef:15] as a mother, father, son, wife, husband, brother, partner etc. [15:  See, for example, episode about Marci’s future, Léna’s work routines and János’s extra curriculum activities.] 

	(?)Unfortunately, it would be impossible to explore the nuances of the various complex and dynamic embodied identities with the potentially various and differentlly pronounced rationalities, manners of communication and interplays with other identities and identities of others. But in this section of the thesis, I am using these glimpses and peacemeal insights to highlight ’household’ as a non-homogenous unit that could be viewed as a platform, playground, battlefield or an institution for incription of multiple complex identities and rationalities.

	But what I want to highlight in this sub-section is a tendency to reinforce and stretch more traditional gender identities, roles, spaces and activities through the (present day socio-spatial layouts, dynamics and development logic).
	
…


5.3.1.1. Spaces and contours of feminity
To a great extent the demarcation of spaces, identities, roles and activities constituting feminity are well pronounced and illustrated in the individual and collective everyday geographies of the Kovács family. Hence, for Léna, as for many other women, the ’domestic’ and family domain, with its tasks and responsibilities[footnoteRef:16] has a strong emphasis in everyday geographies and routines. [16:  See also episode about Sunday activities at the house of Kovács family] 


At the same time, similiar identities, roles and activities are also fostered and extended through engagement in paid work and local community life and economy. Therefore, to some degree, it could be possible to talk about feminization of the present day socio-spatial landscape in Békés County and south-eastern Hungary. In a sense, that the demographic processes and ongoing spatial dynamics re-emphasize the need and opportunties for ’care’ and ’caring’ associated with more traditional gender roles and identities.
The social and family expectations and presses (are also strongly pronounced in the group interview from Okány:

(Me): To whom it is more difficult to find a job here, to men or to women?
(…) To both.
(..) To both?
(…)To leave it is more difficult to women. (..) I think to women too. They have a family, a household, it is very difficult to leave. Completely. Though there are some exceptions.. (page 13 interview Okány..)

(?) Though the ongoing dynamics and pressures might also foster more (positive) or (ambiguis[footnoteRef:17]) experiences, since in the present day socio-spatial landscape with limited livelihood opportunities and long-term unemployment, women often become the main breadwinner of the families. [17:  See the examples from 5.1.2. and situations of ’living together, but apart’ or (…internal conflicts?)] 

 (…)


5.3.1.2. Spaces and contours of masculinity
Similiarly as for Léna and feminity, the everyday geographies of János are also helpful to illustrate the spaces, identities, roles and activities of masculinity in Békés County and south-eastern Hungary. Hence for János, like many other men, the central domain is re-emphasized around and beyond house, encouraging more pronounced responsibilities for income provison, collective decision making and expansion of family life-projects[footnoteRef:18].  [18:  See also 5.1.2. about situations of international labour practices as well as geographeis of Marci and János involving leisure and collective family activities.] 


But although rural landscape in general is viewed as very masculine, it is also the exact ’world’ that has been affected very sharply with decrease of a factory work and mechanization in agriculture (see also 4.2.). Hence, the spaces for traditional masculinity beyond the courtyard have been to a great extent reduced and also often resulted in a stereotypical image of (drinking, low fallen coutryside man). Buta s the geographies of János, Béla (…) family or conversation with care-workers in Okány illustrate also re-articuated or taking new forms

 (Me) in many places a physical work is neccessary? Difficult physical work around the house?
(…) Yes. But the problem is that the regulators/legislators don’ t see it. They see just, how to say (the dove/sheet dimensions???) or those who live in panel apartment buildings. (..) It is completely different in the countryside that in a big city or even in small city.
(…) (?) 


5.3.2. Generational experiences
	Similiarly referring back to the geographies of the Kovács family as well as additional fieldwork material, I want to highlight some general generational differences in the present day socio-spatial landscape of south-eastern Hungary.
 (….)

5.3.2.1. The contours of everyday geographies and lived realities for elderly (1-2 pages) 
People after 60, are usually a strongly pronounced age and social group in numerical and proportional terms in the settlements across south-eastern Hungary. However in my fieldwork material it mostly appears indirectly, through the geographies of others offering an image marked by the frail conditions of older age, various forms of troubles, disabilities, disengagements from family, community, society and need of physical, emotional, mental and cognitive assistance. Just as the geographies of Léna, János and Regina from Szábo family:
(Regina): Who are the people I help? So let’s start. In (…) I have a 82 year old woman. Here (…) a 65 old woman (demens) (something like epilepsia). Here (…) 76 years old man, he has difficulties to move. Here (…) 66 year old man and he has…he has mental problems and suicidal tendencies. Here (..) 76 year old diabetes (but a lot of difficulties?), because he lost almost 30 kg.  Here an (1 mázsa, hatalmas), he can not move, can not use his legs and husband is 84 years old, but an alchoholic.So…there are problems.
(….)
(pl. az új falusi bácsi, ott nincs luxus, csak kerti csap és nagyon szerény körülmények között él a jövedelme, az majdnem 90 ezer forint, de 44 ezer forint csak a gyógyszer költsége, rengeteg gyógyszert fogyaszt és nem marad jövedelme, úgyhogy komfort nincsen, én hozom el a szennyest, viszem be a bázisba és ott mossák ki, van egy hölgy, aki kimossa a ruháját kivasalja és nekünk vissza kell vinni, vagy bevásárlás, akkor nyilván megcsörget telefonon, hogy hozzál nekem kenyeret, egy helyiséget használ, az a fürdő, az a háló, az a konyha, nem tudja fűteni, nem tudja fönntartani magát.)

That is a very one-sided picture, especially because age to a great extent is a social construct and older age can be a time of liberation from familial, social and cultural responsibilities and shakles. A time for new identities, roles, activities, self-expression and enjoyment. But the later stahes of life-cycle is also time when physical, mental and cognitive abilities start to decrease and inevitably become compromised in various ways an to different extents.
And though physical or any other kind of needs might be less acute, it is a stage of life when the dissolution of social networks and relationships often exceeds the formation of new ones and large share of relationships become unbalanced in their character.
Therefore the ongoing social dynamics (e.g depopulation, ageing, selective outmigration, socil erosion) and spatial dynamics (e.g. thinning and centealization of everyday infrastructure) and increased need for mobility and self-reliance could be viewed as pressing towards the later stage of life cycle. It rather requires speeding up, insetad of allowing and comforting the slowing down. Hence, the the needs of elderly are very foundational for smaller settlements and much of the municipal tasks and resources ate often devoted to organization, provision or direct and indirect support for various forms of assistance[footnoteRef:19] . [19:  Here look back at the work routines of Léna and János as well as section 4.2. about rural governance and heal and social care sector.] 


In the present day socio-spatial landscape of Békés County and south-eastern Hungary, there is well pronounced need for ’extra legs and arms’ as well as understanding ears.
(…)


5.2.2.2. The contours of everyday geographies and lived realities for youth (1-2 pages) 
Although this age group is greatly reduced in numbers and proportion in the present day socio-spatial landscape of Békés County and south-eastern Hungary, the experiences and geographies associated with adolescence and youth (14-30)[footnoteRef:20] have been well pronounced in my fieldwork material. [20:  According to] 

On the one hand, because it is a very dynamic, energetic and mobile social group often closely tied to other age groups and formative of the everyday geographies and experiences. Just a sin the earlier described geographies of the Kovács family, excerpts from Molnár family or in the following excerpts from Bodnár family:

Me: How often do you go to (Gyula)?
(…) Once per month.
(..) Once per month.
(….) Well, when the children are here, we go more often. When they are not it is enough once per month.
(…) We can get everything for ourselves here.

It is also a very formative stage of life itself. Time of intensive identity construction in close relation to the surrouding environment, social interactions, peers, family, society, lifestyle, culture, (gender). A time of life often dominated by temper over will, courage over timidity, appetite for adventures and active raising of questions, seekinng for self-clarity and self-esteem (see Erikson, 1991 + …)

In the present day socio-spatial landscape it also appears as a less and less cohesive group, already early involved in socio-spatial segregation practices (…) and differentiation of paths. On the one hand, we could talk about an active core, that is deeply involved in local and regional life through educational activities, after school activities, active social connections and familial and sociatal responsibilities across different scales and dimensions[footnoteRef:21].  [21:  See the geographies of Marci with educational activities, summer job, social connections as well as participation in family tasks and activities. See also excerpt from a conversation with Déak family in…)] 

Meanwhile, on the other hand we could also talk about a more sedentary group, that is more constrained to overcome the spatial, social and cultural challenges and barrier to find individual or collective opportunities, positive influences, values and …scattered around or ability to fully exploit the potentials within the locality. Hence, part finds itself drifting into passivity, emotional distress and becomes swallowed or overconsumed by the turmoils, confusions and disturbances this time of life has to offer.

It is also a generation, that usually sees the future elsewhere, would like to see future elsewhere (see Gréta from Váradi family) following (mantra) that you don’t necessarily belong where you come from and there are individual life-projects and paths, that need to be revealed and worked for. Those could be usually found in urban and metropolitan areas in the larger cities in Hungary or somewhere abroad. 
As the example of the Kovács fmaily, Váradi or Molnár family also illustrate, such choices are also strongly encouraged and supproted while the individual and collective geographies and experiences are to a great extent shaped to seek and give a better future. 
(…) Annak idején, amikor nekem volt kicsi a gyerek, megfogtam a kezét és elmentünk az egyik iskolába, elmentünk másnap a másik iskolába, döntsd el, melyik a szimpatikus, a te döntésed.
A nevelés nagyon fontos, én amikor megkaptam a családi pótlékot, én nem költöttem el, én félre raktam, az az ő pénze. Beraktam a takarékba, gyűjtöttem a pénzt neki, hogy legyen egy stafírung.

Hence, the numbers of youth and young adults staying after high-school in Békéscsaba, Gyula or across Békés County in general stand among the lowest in national context. The more active as well as better educated and qualified individuals are rarely returning to the locality, that is seen as offering disadvanataged conditions or nothing at all. However, the path to self-independence and self-supporting life is also not easy and smotth, hence involving back and forth transition as well as semi-independent relationships (shaping the locality, geographies see…

(There are also who stay and return, ebacuse of roots, local patriotism, social ties, to escape competition and crowds, exploit the limited opportunities. Create something new, be a bigger fish in a small pond….)

 Therefore, the present day socio-spatial landscape could also be viewed as pressing towards earlier life-stages. Offering disadvanatged conditions by constraining the opportunities, resources, services and conditions to develop autonomy and internal capabilities (skills, knowledge, education). While at the same time speeding up the need for making of decisions/engage in practices/establish autonomy…and exposing to long-term life-projects and segregational practices.
(…)

	
5.3.2.3. The contours of everyday geographies and lived realities for MIDDLE AGE COHORT (1-2 pages) 
The middle age cohort is greatly thinned both in absolute numbers as well as proportion, buti t is also the most prominent in my fieldwork material. 
As could be sense from the presented material, it is also the most stretched and the most crucial social group providing connections and assistance to large share of elderly and the reduced groups of adolescents and youth. It is the social group holding the local and regional social, economic and spatial fabric together and providing nodes, links and bridges across it. Here they are the infrastructure. (see the care work routines as well as…) (see also Camarero et al, 2016 on ’support generation’ in rural Spain).

 (..)
But similiarly to adolescence and youth, I would like to make a distinction between a formation of a more geographically stretched and active core and more geographically contracted and sedentary group.
Particularly in the smaller communities and settlements, there is usually a well pronounced core that is actively involved in the local and regional life, though more and more activities tend to be outsourced and accessed elsewhere due to lack of the service sor a better quality (e.g. education, consumtpion, leisure etc.). Particularly in domains of …. Dominated by needs of family, community…. Family, livelihood and work and managing things around, takes all the energy (see also 5.2.4.)
(…)
Jó esetben vagy dolgozik a család, jó esetben. Hát ha nem dolgozik, meg nem nagyon tud rájuk számítani. Nálunk például, én pont olyan eset vagyok, hogy, ugye, én itt dolgozok, a feleségem, az is rokkant nyugdíjas, de ő pedig eljár máshova dolgozni, és akkor mi együtt élünk az ő édesanyjával. Ugyanúgy ellátottunk ő is, mert reggel hattól, vagy én eljövök onnan hét óra, háromnegyed hétkor, onnantól kezdve ő délután három, négy óráig mindig egyedül van. Jó, mondjuk nem kell félteni, mert szomszédok azok, bejárása van.
(...) + 
Meanwhile on the other hand there would be a large group more constrained to the locality with reduced opportunities and social connections (also for social mobility). Strongly affected by the lack of jobs or challenging carreer opportunities (see also sub-section on mobility 5.2.3.) and tangled in doomed prospects and cycles of impoverishment[footnoteRef:22], exclusion and doomed and self-harming practices, modes, states (…), deviance (rumouring, jealousy….) [22:  Public work (Közmunka)  that pays just enough to not die from hunger (40-60 00 forints (130-200 eur often involving cutting grass, agricultural production and…] 


 (…)
(Time of life marked by constraints, demands on identities, roles… (social, cultural, familial). Managing everything is demanding. Demographic landscape, spatial layouts. 
Lost generation in a way….
	(…)
[bookmark: _GoBack]
(??????)
There are also Roma. Gypsy problem. Conflicts. Racist references in basically every conversation.
Putting everyone in the same basket (ethnic issue), while the reasons are based on personal experiences, money/business related, on personal conflicts (for children in kindergarten, school, for elderly on street, safety) and local injustices as municipalities might be more generous with some assistance to avoid/prevent emerging troubles and trouble making and that stings a working, active person caring for family and others very deep. With some exceptions positive examples are mentioned as well, on personal level, exceptions.
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